
STONEBRIDGE CHURCH

COVENANT MEMBERSHIP

Stonebridge Church exists to bring glory to God 
and make disciples by connecting people to life in 

Jesus.
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Covenant Membership 

CHECKLIST 

REGISTER for the covenant membership class. !

READ ÒI Will: Nine Traits of the Outwardly Focused 
ChristianÓ by Thom Rainer. 

SEND written copy of your testimony to the Elders of 
Stonebridge. 

ATTEND the class. 

CONFIRM that you have been baptized following your 
salvation.  

SIGN the Stonebridge covenant. 
!
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SESSION 1 
About Stonebridge Church 
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HISTORY 
1852  Twelve people gathered to organize a Baptist Church in Springfield, MO. At the time, 

Springfield, MO only had a population of about 500. A pastor and preacher by the name of 
Braxton McCord Roberts organized First Baptist Church, which was the first Baptist Church 
in Springfield and the third in Greene County.  

1885 In 1882, four members of First Baptist Church, Springfield, MO initiated efforts to start a 
Second Baptist mission north of Springfield. On March 1, 1885, the new church, Second 
Baptist Church, was duly organized. The first building was completed on July 4, 1886. 

1986  Staying faithful to their Gospel commitment to plant Churches and multiply congregations, 
by the preaching and teaching of the Word of God, First Baptist Church, Springfield, MO, 
planted many other Churches in the area. As time and their mission multiplied forward, First 
Baptist Church would eventually plant Ridgecrest Baptist Church.  

1998  In 1998 Ridgecrest Baptist Church and Second Baptist Church came together to plant a 
Church, in Southwest Springfield, MO, to reach the growing demographic of young families. 
While having lunch together, Pastor Hosea Bilyeu (Ridgecrest) and Pastor John Marshal 
(Second), crossed paths with Pastor Mark Killingsworth. Pastor Killingsworth was pastoring 
Covenant Church in Mt Vernon, MO at the time. Pastor Killingsworth overheard the topic of 
conversation and approached the pastors about leading this new work. In 1999 Pastor 
Killingsworth was added to the staff at Ridgecrest Baptist Church to establish this new 
Church plant , Stonebridge Church.  

2000  In January of 2000, Stonebridge Church started meeting on Sunday evenings at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church. The Church consisted of 200 members from Ridgecrest Baptist Church, as 
well as Pastor Killingsworth and his wife Vickie Killingsworth, and Pastor Randy Copeland. 
This team and congregation launched Stonebridge Church and began meeting at New 
Covenant Academy.  

2005  In the summer of 2005 Stonebridge Church searched for a permanent meeting location, and 
in the fall of 2005 Stonebridge Church worshipped in their new worship facilities at 2129 N 
Bristol Ln., Nixa, MO 65714.  

2016  In November of 2016 Pastor Killingsworth was called by God to a new position and 
Stonebridge Church began a search for a new pastor.  

2017  In May of 2017 Stonebridge called Michael Lacobee and preached his first sermon on June 
25, 2017. 
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ABOUT 
STONEBRIDGE 
CHURCH 
Structure   
When the local Church is without godly leaders 

it is an unbiblical and troubled Church. God 

gives leaders to His Churches for equipping the 

Church to maturity, unity, and soundness in 

doctrine for each local Church. Stonebridge 

Church operates out of a Biblical form of Church 

government consisting of Biblically qualified 

male Elders, with Christ as the Head of His 

Church, these Elders fall under His authority as 

they shepherd and oversee JesusÕ Church.  

As shepherds and overseers of Stonebridge 

Church, our Elders are entrusted by God with 

the calling and stewardship to protect, lead, 

equip and care for the individual members and 

our Church family as a whole. The Elders at 

Stonebridge Church lead the direction and 

unique mission of our unique identity as one of 

many of JesusÕ local Churches.  

Staff 

Stonebridge Church is obedient, and committed 

to GodÕs calling and command Òto equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until we 

all attain to the unity of the faith and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

mature manhood, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ, so that 

we may no longer be children, tossed to 

and fro by the waves and carried about 

by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in 

love, we are to grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ, 

from whom the whole body, joined and 

held together by every joint with which 

it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow 

so that it builds itself up in loveÓ  (Eph. 

4:11-16). 

Our staff is passionately and fully committed to 

this calling to equip the Church, as we ask God 

to greatly anoint StonebridgeÕs Gospel effort in 

the ministry  of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:11-21) we 

have been called to.  

Finances 

God has called all of us as Christians to be 

generous financial givers. The Elders, staff, and 

finance team at Stonebridge Church seek to 

model that generosity in our own lives. We also 

commit to be accountable, transparent, ethical, 

and honorable stewards of the financial giving 

that directs the mission and vision of 

Stonebridge Church. 
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Financial Generosity 

Speaking specifically of our financial generosity, 

the Elders at Stonebridge Church are convinced, 

by the Word of God, that a healthy disciple of 

Jesus, is a joyfully generous disciple of Jesus 

with their finances. Just as our wonderful Savior 

was generous in every way, so too, we strive to 

be generous with our time, energy, gifts, and 

treasures.  

As we give of our treasures (finances), we 

proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, our devotion to 

Jesus is refreshed, and we live counter to the 

damaging culture of consumerism too often in 

the Church today. Your financial commitment 

to Stonebridge Church also allows for you to put 

your money where your compassion is as we 

pursue the missional heart for God to our 

neighbors and the nations. The Elders at 

Stonebridge Church ask that you give decidedly, 

faithfully, regularly, and cheerfully. 

We collect the offering during our worship 

service, because it is part of our worship. Just as 

we sing, and hear the preaching of the Word of 

God, we decidedly, faithfully, regularly, and 

cheerfully give as a part of our worship. 

You can also give online or by check in the mail 

by following the instructions on our website.  

Covenant Church Membership  

Covenant Church Membership is so much more 

than attending worship services at Stonebridge 

Church. It is your promising, committing, and 

covenanting to joining our Church family , to 

take care of one another, to encourage one 

another, and to cultivate growing relationships 

founded in Jesus. You commit to gather, to 

grow, to give, and to go as we are knowing, 

living, and proclaiming the Gospel.  

Additionally, our Elders and leaders commit to 

serve our Covenant Members  with care, with 

counsel, by prayer and teaching the Word of 

God; keeping in mind, that this is not a country 

club, but the body of Christ, His Church. 

Baptism 

Baptism is one of two ordinances of the Church. 

Baptism is only for those who have been 

forgiven of their sin, and have a saving 

relationship with Jesus. Baptism is symbolic of 

this transaction of grace and forgiveness, as it 

testifies of a former way of life that has been put 

to death and symbolizes a victory over sin and 

death. The relationship between Baptism and 

Church membership is that baptism is a public 

affirmation of someoneÕs public profession of 

faith in Christ, and Jesus has appointed baptism 

as the means by which his followers publicly 

profess their faith in him. A church canÕt affirm 

the profession of someone who hasnÕt yet made 

that profession. 
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Baptism (continued)  

Baptism is symbolic of this transaction of grace 

and forgiveness, as it testifies of a former way of 

life that has been put to death and symbolizes a 

victory over sin and death.  

The relationship between baptism and Church 

membership is that baptism is a witnessed and 

accountable public proclamation of someoneÕs 

faith in Jesus. Jesus Himself has commissioned 

and commanded that baptism be the means by 

which His followers publicly profess their faith 

in him. Additionally, Stonebridge Church will 

not baptize anyone who has not yet made that 

profession of faith in Jesus for salvation.  

For those who have made that profession of 

faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sin, we 

require that you read our Baptism information 

packet , and share your testimony with one of 

the Elders at Stonebridge. If you were baptized 

as a believer prior to your joining Stonebridge 

Church, we do not  require that you be baptized 

again unless your baptism preceded your 

conversion, or you were baptized in an 

organization that falsely teaches salvation by 

baptism.  

Baptism does not in any way merit your 

salvation, but proclaims that you have 

been saved by grace, through faith in 

Jesus alone.  

Communion 

Like baptism, communion, or the LordÕs 

Supper, is one of two ordinances of the Church, 

and only those who are genuine followers of 

Jesus are to participate in communion. 

Communion symbolizes the crushing of JesusÕ 

body and the shedding of His blood, as He 

suffered the cross on our behalf. The Word of 

God calls us to remember, to recollect, to 

observe this spiritual truth. We should be 

careful to simply remember the facts of the 

event, and make sure our hearts are deeply 

invested in the weight of what took place on our 

behalf. 

ÒA speculative remembrance is only to call to 

mind the history of such a person and his 

sufferings: that Christ was once put to death in 

the flesh. An affectionate remembrance is when 

we so call Christ and his death to our minds as 

to feel the powerful impressions thereof upon 

our hearts.Ó  

Ñ Puritan Pastor, John Flavel 

As we participate in communion together, 

signifying our unity with other members of 

ChristÕs body, our heart attitude is that of faith 

and self-examination as we seek to experience 

an affectionate remembrance of the Gospel . 

We remember that the grace purchased at 

JesusÕ death is the same grace we need when we 

come to the table, and the same grace we need 

everyday and always.
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SESSION 2 
Disciple-making & Missional Living 
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GOGROWGOSPEL

GIVE

GATHER
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Disciple-
making & 
Missional 
Living 
The Mission of God and His People 

The mission of God is one of the most 

significant storylines throughout the Word of 

God. From beginning to end, God, even in our 

fallen mess with sin, He pursues us. He did so in 

the garden with Adam and Eve, and He does so 

to this day, through His Word, the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and through His Church.  

GodÕs ultimate mission is to glorify Himself. He 

is worthy of it, and through out the Word of 

God, He reveals that He will not share that glory 

with anyone. God alone is to be worshipped, 

and God alone is worthy of our worship.  

To bring further glory to Himself, in His great 

grace and mercy, because of His love for us, God 

has made it possible for humanity to enter into a 

personal saving relationship with Him. His 

mercy given is not because He had to, but 

because He wanted to. 2 Peter 3:9  tells us, 

ÒThe Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance.Ó 

God desires our worship, for His glory, our 

good, and the salvation of humanity. All of 

Scripture is GodÕs grand story of redemption. 

From beginning to end, God has revealed His 

love for humanity in the promise, person, and 

work of Jesus Christ.  

An additional gift of GodÕs grace is that, not only 

did God missionally  pursue us, He has called 

us, given us the privilege of joining Him in His 

mission. The apostle Paul writes to the Church 

in 2 Corinthians 5:20 ,  

ÒTherefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us ÉÓ 

The Word of God calls us, the Church, to be 

ambassadors for Christ, to plead with the world 

to be reconciled to Christ. Our desire for you, 

here at Stonebridge Church, is that you will 

leverage your life to be this everyday missionary 

for Jesus Christ, an ambassador of the Good 

News, the Gospel of Jesus. Jesus said in John 

20:21 , 

ÒAs the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.Ó  

We are a sent and missional people, proclaiming 

the Gospel of Jesus, because God, our Lord and 

Savior, is a missional God.



!14

The Mission of Stonebridge Church 

Stonebridge Church desires most to join God in 

His mission. We exist to bring glory to God  by 

making disciples  through knowing, living, 

and proclaiming the GOSPEL, as we GATHER in 

LargeGroup and LifeGroup, living out our 

everyday worship, we love and encourage one 

another to GROW in our obedience to all that 

God calls us to. We are called to GIVE of our 

time, energy, gifts, talents, and money to 

resource our unique Gospel influence, as we 

GO, locally and globally, to our neighbors and 

to the nations, as everyday missionaries. 

What is a disciple? 

A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. The term 

Christian and disciple are synonymous. 

Therefore, a disciple is one who has been 

rescued from the consequences of their sin, by 

the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. He 

or she has  been brought into a relationship with 

God, being born again, by trust, putting their 

faith in, the Gospel. A disciple of Jesus Christ 

subsequently growing in a love for God and love 

for others. We believe that these are the 

necessary marks of a healthy and obedient 

follower of Jesus Christ. 

What is discipleship? 

Discipleship is the comprehensive and ongoing 

progress of GATHERING, GROWING, GIVING, 

and  GOING , compelled and empowered 

by the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ.  

The Gospel that saves us, furthermore compels 

us, by the power and influence of the Holy 

Spirit, to gather  together, as JesusÕ Church, in 

LargeGroup, LifeGroup, and everyday life, 

growing  in the knowledge and truth of God, 

generously giving  of our time, energy, gifts, and 

treasures, going , as the sent people of God, 

called to His mission, of preaching the Gospel, 

making disciples, baptizing in the name of our 

Triune God, and teaching obedience to all that 

Christ commanded.  

For a more comprehensive understanding  
of the Gospel, please read,   

APPENDIX C: WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
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Missional 
Serving/Living 
at Stonebridge 
Church 
As we have shared through out this packet, the 

Church is not a place, it is a people, the people 

of God. Therefore, we do not limit our 

GATHERING, GROWING, GIVING, and 

GOING , to one LargeGroup worship gathering 

on Sunday mornings only.  

Not only are we to love and serve one another, 

but our love and service to one another 

overflows the saving and transforming power of 

the Gospel into our city, our neighbors, our 

workplaces, our schools, our families, and our 

friends.  

NextGen Mission and Ministries 

ÒNextGenÓ is short for our NextGeneration 

ministries, which includes our Grow (6 mon. - 3 

yrs), Sprouts (4 yrs - Kindergarten), BridgeKids 

(1st - 5th grade), and SB: Students (6th - 12th / 

MiddleSchool and HighSchool).  Our NextGen 

ministries (0-18), shares the same mission as 

Stonebridge Church as a whole, to bring glory to 

God and make disciples by GATHERING, 

GROWING, GIVING, and GOING , compelled 

and empowered by the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ. 

Additionally, despite popular belief, the Church 

gathering is not the primary environment for 

our children and students to be discipled and 

grow in their relationship with Jesus. We 

wholeheartedly believe that the Word of God 

calls us as parents to lead their personal lives, 

their marriages, their children, their families in 

family discipleship. We desire most to come 

alongside, equipping, encouraging, supporting, 

and training parents as the most important 

disciple-makers through out your children's 

lives. 

We invest in this partnership most 

through our teaching, preaching, 

gatherings, resources, conferences, 

events, counseling, and more.  

The Gospel Project for Kids & Students  

The Gospel Project for Kids immerses kids and 

preschoolers in the Gospel through every story, 

theological concept, and call to mission from 

Genesis to Revelation. Ultimately, the Gospel 

message changes everything; heart 

transformation can only take place when a child 

experiences the Gospel. Through The Gospel 

Project for Kids, our kiddos will understand the 

Bible is not just a collection of stories, but one 

unified storyÑGodÕs story of redemption.
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Promote Gospel Transformation, Not 

Behavior Modification 

Every session points kids to the gospel of Jesus 

Christ as the source of heart-transformation and 

the foundation for spiritual growth. 

See How the Whole Bible Fits Together 

From Genesis to Revelation, kids will 

understand how the entire story of the Bible 

reveals GodÕs plan of redemption through Jesus 

Christ. 

Unite Every Age in Christ-centered Study 

For churches that wish to align studies 

throughout all ages, The Gospel Project  

provides a Christ-centered Bible study 

experience for babies through adults. 

Teach Kids to Live on Mission 

Every session is developed to help kids know 

God more and to learn of His missionary heart 

Ð encouraging kids to join in the story by 

sharing Jesus with the world. 

Understand the Key Themes of 

Christianity 

Each session helps kids acknowledge essential 

theological doctrines of the Christian faith as 

they are found throughout the Bible.
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WHAT IS A 
LIFEGROUP? 
LifeGroups are made up of men, women, and 

kiddos from all generations of life, meeting 

throughout the week for fellowship, caring and 

providing for one another, praying, holding one 

another accountable to maturing in Christ, 

sharing our stories, and studying GodÕs Word.  

They are a place where we work to consider each 

other over ourselves. No LifeGroup is perfect, 

no two groups are exactly the same, and we 

donÕt expect them to be. Because people are 

messy, groups are messy, but God knows itÕs 

definitely a mess worth making.  

The purpose of joining and being a part of a 

LifeGroup  at Stonebridge Church is to 

introduce our neighbors to Jesus, as we live out 

the GOSPEL, as we are GATHERING, 

GROWING, GIVING, and GOING as followers 

of Jesus Christ. LifeGroups  help to cultivate 

our learning from Jesus how to live like Jesus, 

everyday. We believe that JesusÕ plan for 

discipleship is the single best way to change the 

world, and we believe that His plan for 

discipleship was an UPÑINÑOUT   strategy.  

As we discover in the Gospels, Jesus had three 

great loves and thus three distinct focuses in his 

life: UPÑINÑOUT discipleship. LifeGroups 

center their rhythms on growing in relationship 

with God (UP), with one another (IN), and with 

those they are reaching out to (OUT). This is 

community life centered on the Great 

Commandment and the Great Commission: 

ÒLove the Lord your God with all your heart, 

soul, strength, and mindÓ (UP). ÒLove your 

neighbor as yourselfÓ (IN). ÒGo and make 

disciples of all people groupsÓ (OUT). 

What an incredible ministry and calling we have 

as Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, to lead a 

world, dead in their sins, to life in Jesus!  

Imagine with us that you have led your friend, 

coworker, or family member to be saved, and 

they trust Jesus for salvation. Now that they are 

saved, what should their next step be? How 

would you guide them to grow closer to Jesus? 

You should be prepared to ask them: 

¥ What local Church are you worshipping 
with? 

¥ Does that local Church preach the Word of 
God? 

¥ Are you gathering with in a LifeGroup, a 
small group of people, growing in their love 
for God, their love for one another, and their 
love for others? 
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What is a LifeGroup? (continued)  

¥ Are you growing in your knowledge of the 
Gospel and sharing the Gospel with other 
people? 

All of Stonebridge ChurchÕs LargeGroup and 

LifeGroup gatherings seek to be fully committed 

to making disciples. Discipleship is the lifelong 

journey of becoming more and more like Jesus, 

and to attempt to do this alone, without each 

other, is not how God designed us to live. 

The Value of LifeGroups 

LifeGroups at Stonebridge Church are gathered 

men, women, and kiddos, from all ages and 

walks of life. We believe that GodÕs Word 

overwhelmingly reveals to us that we are to live 

life together, not just for LargeGroup Worship, 

but actually doing life together. We are called to 

live Gospel-centered lives together, as we gather 

to worship, grow in Christ, give of ourselves, 

and go on mission. 

In LifeGroups, we meet through out the week 

for studying GodÕs Word, praying together, 

caring for one another, meeting one anotherÕs 

needs, holding one another accountable to godly 

living, sharing our lives and stories with one 

another, and living on mission with one 

another!  

Each group will be unique to its members, and 

there are no perfect groups because there are 

people in our LifeGroups. Relationships are 

messy, but they're worth every ounce of the 

mess!  

Benevolence & assistance  
  
In addition to our LargeGroup and LifeGroup 

gatherings and ministries, Stonebridge Church 

offers the following  services of spiritual 

formation : 

¥ Biblical counseling  

¥ Financial assistance  

¥ Funerals  

¥ Hospital and home visits  

¥ Premarital counseling  

¥ Weddings  

Using your time, energy, gifts, and 
treasures at Stonebridge Church !

Gospel-centered GIVING  is the outcome of 

discipleship as we love God and love people, we 

anticipate, in our hearts, serving those inside 

and outside the Church. Here are some of the 

ways that we live out the Gospel in service to 

one another and others.  

!
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Our Missional Outreach and 
Partnerships  

It is our desire to join God on mission in our city 

in what He is already doing. As we center our 

rhythms on growing in our relationship with 

God (UP), growing in our relationship with one 

another (IN), and growing in our relationship 

with those we are reaching out to (OUT); God in 

His grace has called Stonebridge Church to 

partner locally with: 

Rapha House Ð Fighting child trafficking and 
sexual exploitation by bringing hope and 
freedom. Located in Joplin, Mo, Rapha 
organizes Rescue, Safe Houses, Equiping, and 
Reintegration for children.  

School to the Nations  Ð Going where the 
name of Jesus is unknown. There are well over 
6,000 Unreached & Unengaged People Groups 
in the world . Our goal is to build relationships 
among the people of our fields and lead them to 
His salvation, love, and hope for the glory of 
Jesus as well as plant national churches among 
each people group. 

Love In Action International 
Ministries  Ð Love In Action Providing a Home 
with hope for the future. AndreaÕs Homes of 
Hope and Joy are more than an orphanage, they 
are a homes that minister to the orphaned, 
abandoned, and extremely poor children of 
Latin America. 

Rare Breed Ð Youth-oriented  drop-in center 
for homeless teens in Springfield. The center 
helps kids get access to emergency shelter, 
meals and transitional living programs. 
Counselors tun support programs for crisis 
intervention, goal planning and referrals for 
other service organizations. 

Haiti Orphan Project, HOPE Medical Ð
 After an earthquake struck the nation of Haiti. 
Incredible death, injury and destruction was the 
immediate result. HOPE partners with the 
Global Orphan Project and Haitian evangelical 
churches to build Òcare villages,Ó Orphan 
schools, and provide Medical needs. 

American Bible Society Ð Bibles for 
Orphans, The American Bible Society helps 
people engage with the life-changing message of 
GodÕs Word. 

The Haven Ð A Christ centered maternity 
home dedicated to providing a safe place to live, 
learn, give birth and stop the cycle of welfare 
dependence.amoxil 500 price 

NightLight Ð  Addressing the issue of 
commercial sexual exploitation specifically in 
the Tri-Lakes area, which includes the cities of 
Branson, Ozark, and Springfield, Missouri. 

International Mission Board and the 
Greene County Baptist Association  

Stonebridge Church partners with the SBC 
organizations in local and global missional 
efforts. 

Stonebridge ChurchÕs MissionÕs 
Committee 

Michael Lacobee - Lead Pastor/Elder 

Courtney Ennis - Executive Pastor/Elder 

Rick Hughes - Elder 

Robert Smith - Chair of Committee  

Henrietta Hughes 

Terry Bradley 
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SESSION 3 
Covenant Membership 
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COVENANT 
CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP 
We live in a noncommittal culture of evasive 

relationships and responsibilities. Whatever 

makes you happy you should do it. You don't 

like your job? Just quit and get a new one. You 

don't like your marriage? Just quit and get a 

new one. You don't like your Church? Just quit  

and get a new one. While much of this world has 

opposed GodÕs intended design, The Church is 

called out by God to be counter cultural in Its 

covenants with and commitment to Him, and 

with one another.  

While covenant Church membership is clearly 

established and evident in the Word of God, it is 

also a crucially implicit part of GodÕs story 

through out the New Testament. God has called 

out a people for His glory (1 Pet. 4:11), and at 

Stonebridge Church, we greatly believe, teach, 

and proclaim that GodÕs Church is not a place, 

but a people, the people of God. As GodÕs people 

the Church, we are to live out, together, all the 

commandments of Christ (Matt. 28:19).  

At Stonebridge Church, a covenant member, as 

a follower of Jesus Christ, will commit to gather 

with one another in LargeGroup and LifeGroup 

(small group), to pray for one another, to study 

and apply GodÕs Word to our lives, to uphold the 

doctrines of our faith, and to live out the 

mission of JesusÕ Church. 

Why Membership?  

There is no way around it, we as the Church are 

called to a radical commitment to one another. 

This is the constant truth through out the Word 

of God. The Word of God calls usÉ 

¥ To love one another. 
¥ To outdo one another in showing honor. 
¥ To live in harmony with one another . 
¥ Not to forsake gathering with one another.  
¥ To instruct  one another.  
¥ To greet one another.  
¥ To comfort  one another. 
¥ To serve one another. 
¥ To bear one anotherÕs burdens. 
¥ To forgive one another.  
¥ To encourage one another.  
¥ To always seek to do good to one another.  
¥ To exhort one another.  
¥ To stir up one another to love and good deeds.  
¥ To confess our sins to one another.  
¥ To pray for one another.  
¥ To show hospitality to one another.  

There are many ways in which we carry out the 

multitudes of Òone anotherÕsÓ from the Word of 

God, but there is no mistaking it, we are  

essentially and foundationally to carry out the 

Òone anotherÕsÓ of GodÕs people, together in 

community, as one big messy family. 
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Why Membership? (continued)  

The Local Church is not some new concept, and 

it most certainly does not derive of some man-

made system of religious gatherings. The Local 

Church is scattered all through out the New 

Testament, instituted by God, planted and 

watered by us, and grown by God, for His glory 

and our good.   

We read in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 , that Paul 

gives us the comparison of the Church being the 

body of Christ. Just as the body depends on its 

members to correctly and effectively function, 

so too, we discover that the Church, the body of 

Christ, no longer promotes independence, but 

interdependence, our dependence on God and 

one another in community. 

Donald Whitney  writes: 

ÒAs wonderful and sophisticated as the heart is, 

it was never made to be just a heart, but a part 

of a body. It has no value to the body outside 

the body. And the heart itself can't thrive 

outside the body. As incredible and wonderful 

as you are, Christian, you were never made 

just to be an individual Christian, but a part of 

body. As every organ and every cell is God-

created to be an active member of the human 

body, so every true Christian is God-created to 

be an active member of a local body of Christ.Ó  

Our Local Church membership is a privilege, 

but not because this is some sort of prestigious 

country club. Membership is not about privilege 

or prestige. There is no legal contract on your 

part, nor do we intend to be legalistic in our  

obedience and commitment to Biblical Church 

Membership. This membership accepts, obeys, 

and responds to our call to discipleship, 

disciples making disciples, as JesusÕ Church. 

Again, this is counter-cultural to the 

consumerism that afflicts the Church today.  

Why Covenant?  

The concept of covenant saturates the Word of 

God. These covenants are carried between God 

and people, and person to person. As JesusÕ 

Church, our covenanting with God, and with 

one another, not only calls us to accountable 

Christian living, but to the flourishing of our 

gathering together, our growing together, our 

giving generously of our time, energy, gifts, and 

treasures, and in our going to our neighbors and 

to the nations, for the sake of the Gospel of 

Jesus. This flourishing in our mission is the 

overflow or the outcome of our love for God and 

for one another (John 13:34-35). 

Conclusion   

God calls His covenant people, the Church, to a 

life of sacrifice, generosity, service and an 

unwavering commitment for the glory of God, 

and the good of the body. Covenant Church 

Membership  is not simply an obligation , but 

wonderful responsibility, opportunity, and 

privilege to covenant with GodÕs people to live 

out the Gospel together. 
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STONEBRIDGE 
CHURCH  
MEMBERSHIP 
COVENANT 
The Elders and members of Stonebridge Church 

love the body of Christ, and the individual 

members of it. It is out of this love that we move 

forward in this covenant with one another. 

When we enter into a relationship with Jesus 

Christ, by grace and through faith, we are 

entering into two covenants. The first  covenant 

is to love God entirely and to journey with Him 

for the rest of our lives. The second  covenant is 

to love His Church, and the individual members 

of it, and to enjoy this journey with them, 

belonging to one another in a local Church. Your 

covenant membership at Stonebridge Church is 

an official recognition and proclamation of this.  

In this membership covenant, we seek to:   

1. Commit our life to authentic Christian 
community that reflects the community 
relationship between God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  

2. Clarify, and call to action, the Biblical 
obligations of the Elders, and individual 
members, of the Stonebridge Church body. 

3. Clarify the on-going blessings and 
responsibilities of each member and 
encourage, teach, and building one another 
up in the knowledge and grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

4. To establish the teaching and doctrinal 
framework and convictions of Stonebridge 
Church.  

5. To accomplish GodÕs call for the Stonebridge 
Church family.  

The Church !

The Church is a community of redeemed 

followers of Jesus, those who are Òmade alive 

together with Christ, by grace and through faith 

in Jesus, we have been saved (Eph. 2:1-10). We 

are the redeemed body of Christ. The phrase 

ÒBody of ChristÓ  is a primary New Testament 

metaphor for the Church, which is those who 

are truly saved (Rom. 12:5, 1 Cor. 10:17, 1 Cor. 

12:27, Eph. 4:12, Col. 1:24, Heb. 13:3).  

As the body of Christ: 

¥ The Church is joined and held together by 
Jesus in salvation (Eph. 4:15-16). 

¥ The Church willingly surrenders to Jesus as 
the Head of His Church (Eph. 1:22-23). 

¥ The Church is empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
as the Holy Spirit permanently indwells the 
Church (Romans 8:9). 

¥ The Church is given an array of gifts, from 
God the Holy Spirit,  for the purposes of 
edifying the body of Christ, the Church, and 
advancing the Gospel to our neighbors and to 
the nations.
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¥ The Church is united in loving and honoring 
one another in our diversity of gifts, race, 
ministries, and calling. We are not to be 
manipulative or divisive in our dealings with 
one another (Eph. 4:1-7). 

¥ The Church is secure it their salvation, not by 
us, but by the saving and securing power of 
Jesus (John 10:28-30 ). If an individual 
member of JesusÕ Church could lose their 
salvation, God would have to amputate that 
person from the body. The Bible teaches us 
that once a person is saved they receive 
eternal security, eternal life, in Jesus and by 
Jesus.  

¥ The Church, upon salvation, receives the gift 
of ChristÕs righteousness. As sinners, all of us 
are born, on course, to pay the penalty or 
punishment for our sin against God. We 
deservingly suffer in hell for all eternity. We 
cannot save ourselves; we need a substitute to 
take our place. The death of Jesus Christ is the 
substitutionary atonement ( Romans 5:17). 

Our Basic Beliefs 

THE SCRIPTURES 

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely 

inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to 

man. It is a perfect treasure of divine 

instruction. It has God for its author, salvation 

for its end, and truth, without any mixture of 

error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is 

totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the 

principles by which God judges us, and 

therefore is, and will remain to the end of the 

world, the true center of Christian union, and 

the supreme standard by which all human 

conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should 

be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, 

who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.  

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; 
Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; 
Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 
21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 
17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21. 

GOD 

There is one and only one living and true God. 

He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal 

Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and 

Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness 

and all other perfections. God is all powerful 

and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge 

extends to all things, past, present, and future, 

including the future decisions of His free 

creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, 

reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune 

God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, 

but without division of nature, essence, or 

being. 

God the Father reigns with providential care 

over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of 

the stream of human history according to the 

purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all 

knowing, all loving, and all wise. God is Father 

in truth to those who become children of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in 

His attitude toward all men . 
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God the Father (continued) 

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; 
Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 
29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 
17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 
4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 
Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 
1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 
John 5:7. 

God the Son , Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of 

God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was 

conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did 

the will of God, taking upon Himself human 

nature with its demands and necessities and 

identifying Himself completely with mankind 

yet without sin. He honored the divine law by 

His personal obedience, and in His 

substitutionary death on the cross He made 

provision for the redemption of men from sin. 

He was raised from the dead with a glorified 

body and appeared to His disciples as the 

person who was with them before His 

crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now 

exalted at the right hand of God where He is the 

One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose 

Person is effected the reconciliation between 

God and man. He will return in power and glory 

to judge the world and to consummate His 

redemptive mission. He now dwells in all 

believers as the living and ever present Lord. 

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 
53:1-12; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 
16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 
4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 
12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16, 28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; 
Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 
3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 
8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 

4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 
Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 
4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 
2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; 
Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16. 

God the Holy Spirit  is the Spirit of God, fully 

divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the 

Scriptures. Through illumination He enables 

men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He 

convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of 

judgment. He calls men to the Savior, and 

effects regeneration. At the moment of 

regeneration He baptizes every believer into the 

Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian 

character, comforts believers, and bestows the 

spiritual gifts by which they serve God through 

His church. He seals the believer unto the day of 

final redemption. His presence in the Christian 

is the guarantee that God will bring the believer 

into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He 

enlightens and empowers the believer and the 

church in worship, evangelism, and service. 

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 
139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 
4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 
11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 
16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 
10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11, 14-16, 
26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 
4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 
Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 
2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17 

MAN  

Man is the special creation of God, made in His 

own image. He created them male and female as 

the crowning work of His creation. 
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MAN  (continued)  

The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of 

God's creation. In the beginning man was 

innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator 

with freedom of choice. By his free choice man 

sinned against God and brought sin into the 

human race. Through the temptation of Satan 

man transgressed the command of God, and fell 

from his original innocence whereby his 

posterity inherit a nature and an environment 

inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they 

are capable of moral action, they become 

transgressors and are under condemnation. 

Only the grace of God can bring man into His 

holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the 

creative purpose of God. The sacredness of 

human personality is evident in that God 

created man in His own image, and in that 

Christ died for man; therefore, every person of 

every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of 

respect and Christian love. 

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 
32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; 
Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 
7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; 
Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11. 

SALVATION   

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole 

man, and is offered freely to all who accept 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His 

own blood obtained eternal redemption for the 

believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes 

regeneration, justification, sanctification, and 

glorification. There is no salvation apart from 

personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Regeneration , or the new birth, is a work of 

God's grace whereby believers become new 

creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart 

wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction 

of sin, to which the sinner responds in 

repentance toward God and faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are 

inseparable experiences of grace. Repentance is 

a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is 

the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment 

of the entire personality to Him as Lord and 

Savior. 

Justification  is God's gracious and full 

acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of 

all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. 

Justification brings the believer unto a 

relationship of peace and favor with God. 

Sanctification  is the experience, beginning in 

regeneration, by which the believer is set apart 

to God's purposes, and is enabled to progress 

toward moral and spiritual maturity through the 

presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling 

in him. Growth in grace should continue 

throughout the regenerate person's life. 
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Glorification  is the culmination of salvation 

and is the final blessed and abiding state of the 

redeemed. 

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 
16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 
1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; 
Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 
1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 
10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18, 30; 6:19-20; 
15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 
5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 
2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 
5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 
5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 
1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5. 

GODÕS PURPOSE OF GRACE 

Election is the gracious purpose of God, 

according to which He regenerates, justifies, 

sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent 

with the free agency of man, and comprehends 

all the means in connection with the end. It is 

the glorious display of God's sovereign 

goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and 

unchangeable. It excludes boasting and 

promotes humility . 

All true believers endure to the end. Those 

whom God has accepted in Christ, and 

sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away 

from the state of grace, but shall persevere to 

the end. Believers may fall into sin through 

neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the 

Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and 

bring reproach on the cause of Christ and 

temporal judgments on themselves; yet they 

shall be kept by the power of God through faith 

unto salvation.  

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 
21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 
19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 
10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 
5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 
1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; 
Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 
1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39Ð12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 
1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2. 

THE CHURCH  

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ is an autonomous local congregation of 

baptized believers, associated by covenant in the 

faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the 

two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, 

exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges 

invested in them by His Word, and seeking to 

extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each 

congregation operates under the Lordship of 

Christ through democratic processes. In such a 

congregation each member is responsible and 

accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural 

officers are pastors and deacons. While both 

men and women are gifted for service in the 

church, the office of pastor is limited to men as 

qualified by Scripture. The New Testament 

speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ 

which includes all of the redeemed of all the 

ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and 

people, and nation. 

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 
6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 
1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 
1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; 
Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 
11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.
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BAPTISM and the LORDÕS SUPPER 

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 

in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience 

symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, 

buried, and risen Savior, the believer's death to 

sin, the burial of the old life, and the 

resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ 

Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final 

resurrection of the dead. Being a church 

ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of 

church membership and to the Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience 

whereby members of the church, through 

partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, 

memorialize the death of the Redeemer and 

anticipate His second coming. 

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 
14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 
2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 
Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12. 

THE LORDÕS DAY 

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is a 

Christian institution for regular observance. It 

commemorates the resurrection of Christ from 

the dead and should include exercises of 

worship and spiritual devotion, both public and 

private. Activities on the Lord's Day should be 

commensurate with the Christian's conscience 

under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 
16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 
20:7; Romans 14:5-10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 
2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10. 

THE KINGDOM 

The Kingdom of God includes both His general 

sovereignty over the universe and His particular 

kingship over men who willfully acknowledge 

Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the 

realm of salvation into which men enter by 

trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. 

Christians ought to pray and to labor that the 

Kingdom may come and God's will be done on 

earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom 

awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of 

this age. 

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 
4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 
1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 
23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 
5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; 
Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 
1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22. 

LAST THINGS 

God, in His own time and in His own way, will 

bring the world to its appropriate end. 

According to His promise, Jesus Christ will 

return personally and visibly in glory to the 

earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will 

judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous 

will be consigned to Hell, the place of 

everlasting punishment. The righteous in their 

resurrected and glorified bodies will receive 

their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven 

with the Lord .
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LAST THINGS (continued)  

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 
24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; 
Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; 
Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 
15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; 
Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 
Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; 
Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 
John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13. 

EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS 

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of 

Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all 

nations. The new birth of man's spirit by God's 

Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. 

Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus 

upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, 

and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in 

the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ 

has commanded the preaching of the gospel to 

all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to 

seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by 

verbal witness undergirded by a Christian 

lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with 

the gospel of Christ. 

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 
9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 
28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 
15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 
13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 
Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 
11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17. 

EDUCATION 

Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and 

intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All sound 

learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian 

heritage. The new birth opens all human 

faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. 

Moreover, the cause of education in the 

Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the 

causes of missions and general benevolence, 

and should receive along with these the liberal 

support of the churches. An adequate system of 

Christian education is necessary to a complete 

spiritual program for Christ's people. 

In Christian education there should be a proper 

balance between academic freedom and 

academic responsibility. Freedom in any orderly 

relationship of human life is always limited and 

never absolute. The freedom of a teacher in a 

Christian school, college, or seminary is limited 

by the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ, by the 

authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by 

the distinct purpose for which the school exists. 

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 
4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 
7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 
Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 
5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and 

spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to 

Him. Christians have a spiritual debtorship to 

the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the 

gospel, and a binding stewardship in their 

possessions. They are therefore under 

obligation to serve Him with their time, talents, 

and material possessions; and should recognize 

all these as entrusted to them to use for the 

glory of God and for helping others. According 

to the Scriptures, Christians should contribute 

of their means cheerfully, regularly, 

systematically, proportionately, and liberally for 

the advancement of the Redeemer's cause on 

earth. 

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; 
Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 
25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 
17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 
4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; 
Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.  

COOPERATION 

Christ's people should, as occasion requires, 

organize such associations and conventions as 

may best secure cooperation for the great 

objects of the Kingdom of God. Such 

organizations have no authority over one 

another or over the churches. They are 

voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, 

combine, and direct the energies of our people 

in the most effective manner. Members of New 

Testament churches should cooperate with one 

another in carrying forward the missionary, 

educational, and benevolent ministries for the 

extension of Christ's Kingdom. Christian unity 

in the New Testament sense is spiritual 

harmony and voluntary cooperation for 

common ends by various groups of Christ's 

people. Cooperation is desirable between the 

various Christian denominations, when the end 

to be attained is itself justified, and when such 

cooperation involves no violation of conscience 

or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His 

Word as revealed in the New Testament. 

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 
5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 
22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 
2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 
3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 
4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.  

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE SOCIAL 
ORDER 

All Christians are under obligation to seek to 

make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives 

and in human society. Means and methods used 

for the improvement of society and the 

establishment of righteousness among men can 

be truly and permanently helpful only when 

they are rooted in the regeneration of the 

individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus 

Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should 

oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, 

and vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, 

including adultery, homosexuality, and 

pornography.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE SOCIAL 
ORDER (continued)  

We should work to provide for the orphaned, 

the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, 

and the sick. We should speak on behalf of the 

unborn and contend for the sanctity of all 

human life from conception to natural death. 

Every Christian should seek to bring industry, 

government, and society as a whole under the 

sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, 

and brotherly love. In order to promote these 

ends Christians should be ready to work with all 

men of good will in any good cause, always 

being careful to act in the spirit of love without 

compromising their loyalty to Christ and His 

truth.  

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 
27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 
5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 
10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; 
Romans 12Ð14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 
10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; 
Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; 
James 1:27; 2:8. 

PEACE AND WAR 

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all 

men on principles of righteousness. In 

accordance with the spirit and teachings of 

Christ they should do all in their power to put 

an end to war. The true remedy for the war 

spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme 

need of the world is the acceptance of His 

teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, 

and the practical application of His law of love. 

Christian people throughout the world should 

pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 
22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14; 
James 4:1-2. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has 

left it free from the doctrines and 

commandments of men which are contrary to 

His Word or not contained in it. Church and 

state should be separate. The state owes to every 

church protection and full freedom in the 

pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for 

such freedom no ecclesiastical group or 

denomination should be favored by the state 

more than others. Civil government being 

ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to 

render loyal obedience thereto in all things not 

contrary to the revealed will of God. The church 

should not resort to the civil power to carry on 

its work. The gospel of Christ contemplates 

spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. 

The state has no right to impose penalties for 

religious opinions of any kind. The state has no 

right to impose taxes for the support of any 

form of religion. A free church in a free state is 

the Christian ideal, and this implies the right of 

free and unhindered access to God on the part 

of all men, and the right to form and propagate 

opinions in the sphere of religion without 

interference by the civil power.  
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%203.26-28
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%205.13-16
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 
8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 
5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 
Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19. 

THE FAMILY  

God has ordained the family as the foundational 

institution of human society. It is composed of 

persons related to one another by marriage, 

blood, or adoption.  

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one 

woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. 

It is God's unique gift to reveal the union 

between Christ and His church and to provide 

for the man and the woman in marriage the 

framework for intimate companionship, the 

channel of sexual expression according to 

biblical standards, and the means for 

procreation of the human race. 

The husband and wife are of equal worth before 

God, since both are created in God's image. The 

marriage relationship models the way God 

relates to His people. A husband is to love his 

wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-

given responsibility to provide for, to protect, 

and to lead his family. A wife is to submit 

herself graciously to the servant leadership of 

her husband even as the church willingly 

submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in 

the image of God as is her husband and thus 

equal to him, has the God-given responsibility 

to respect her husband and to serve as his 

helper in managing the household and 

nurturing the next generation.  

Children, from the moment of conception, are a 

blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are 

to demonstrate to their children God's pattern 

for marriage. Parents are to teach their children 

spiritual and moral values and to lead them, 

through consistent lifestyle example and loving 

discipline, to make choices based on biblical 

truth. Children are to honor and obey their 

parents. 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; 
Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 
5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 
23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 
9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; 
Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; 
Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 
5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 
Peter 3:1-7. 

For our basic beliefs and statement of faith Stonebridge 
Church has adopted the BFM2000.

http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%201.27
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%202.7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.6-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2016.26
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2022.21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%208.36
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%208.36
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Acts%204.19-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%206.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%2013.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Philippians%203.20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%202.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/James%204.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%202.12-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%202.12-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%203.11-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%204.12-19
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%201.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%202.15-25
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%203.1-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Exodus%2020.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Deuteronomy%206.4-9
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Joshua%2024.15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Samuel%201.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2051.5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.127
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.128
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%20139.13-16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%205.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%206.20-22
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2012.4
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2013.24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2014.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2017.6
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2018.22
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2022.6
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2022.15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2023.13-14
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2024.3
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2029.15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2029.17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2031.10-31
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ecclesiastes%204.9-12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ecclesiastes%209.9
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Malachi%202.14-16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%205.31-32
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2018.2-5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2019.3-9
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Mark%2010.6-12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%201.18-32
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Corinthians%207.1-16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%205.21-33
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%206.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Colossians%203.18-21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%205.14
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/2%20Timothy%201.3-5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Titus%202.3-5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Hebrews%2013.4
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%203.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%203.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%201.27
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%202.7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.6-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%206.24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2016.26
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Matthew%2022.21
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%208.36
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/John%208.36
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Acts%204.19-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%206.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%2013.1-7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Galatians%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Philippians%203.20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Timothy%202.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/James%204.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%202.12-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%202.12-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%203.11-17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Peter%204.12-19
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%201.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%202.15-25
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Genesis%203.1-20
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Exodus%2020.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Deuteronomy%206.4-9
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Joshua%2024.15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%20Samuel%201.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2051.5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.1-8
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.127
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%2078.128
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Psalms%20139.13-16
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Proverbs%2029.17
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Functional & Theological Distinctives 

Additionally, while the doctrines of God are 

primary to who we are and what we believe, 

according to the Word of God, at Stonebridge 

Church we also have secondary beliefs that we 

are passionate about as we believe they add to 

the unity, edification, and health of our local 

Church.   

¥ We believe in believerÕs baptism by 

immersion .  

¥ We believe in the complementarian  roles 

of men and women. 

¥ We believe in the cooperation  and 

association with other local bodies and 

organizations for  a greater Gospel 

effectiveness. 

¥ We believe that God has ordained the family 

as the foundational institution of human 

society (For our fullest statement on this 

distinctive, please see our Basic Beliefs under 

the title of The Family ). 

We realize that not everyone will agree 

with us on these functional and 

theological distinctives, but they are 

nonetheless, crucial and true as we 

understand the Word of God.  



!34

BIBLICAL 
COVENANT OF 
STONEBRIDGE 
CHURCH 

From the Elders to the Church Body  

As shepherds and overseers of Stonebridge 

Church, our Elders are entrusted by God with 

the calling and stewardship to protect, lead, 

equip and care for the individual members and 

our Church family as a whole. The Elders of 

Stonebridge Church lead the direction and 

unique mission of our unique identity as one of 

many of JesusÕ local Church bodies. 

As your EldersÉ  

¥ We covenant that we will assign and recognize 
elders, deacons, staff, and leadership 
according to the standards that the Word of 
God sets before us.  

(1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4) !

¥ We covenant, through prayer, fasting, and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, from the Word of 
God, that we will seek GodÕs will (mission, 
strategy, values, measures, and milestones) 
for Stonebridge Church, and to steward our 
resources to the best of our ability. 

(Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4)!

¥ We covenant that we will care for the Church 
and leverage our lives for StonebridgeÕs 
growth in grace, truth and love.  

(Matt. 28:16-20; Eph. 4:15-16 Col. 1:28; James 5:14; 1 
Pet. 5:1-4)!

¥ We covenant that we will provide teaching and 
counsel from the whole of Scripture. 

(Acts 20:27-28; 1 Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 4:1-5; Titus 2:1)!

¥ We covenant that we will equip the members 
of the church for the work of ministry  

(Eph. 4:11-16) 

¥ We covenant that we will be on guard against 
false teachers and teachings  

(Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Tim. 1:3-7; 1 John 4:1)!

¥ We covenant that we will to lovingly exercise 
Biblical Church discipline when necessary, for 
the glory of God, for the good of the one 
disciplined and for the health of the Church 
body as a whole. 

(Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; Gal. 6:1; James 5:19-20) 

¥ We covenant that we will set an example and 
join members in fulfilling the obligations of 
church membership stated below  

(Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Pet. 5:3) 

We pray and pursue a spirit of unity, grace, mercy, 
and trust between the Elders of Stonebridge 
Church and the Church body. The Elders of 
Stonebridge are not perfect men, nor do they claim 
to be. We, as one body, strive to live surrendered to 
the authority of Jesus Christ as we live, learn, and 
lead as JesusÕ Church. 
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BIBLICAL 
COVENANT OF 
STONEBRIDGE 
CHURCH 

From the Members of Stonebridge 
Church to the Church Body  

As those who have experienced the grace of a 

life changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we 

have the opportunity to reflect the character of 

Christ through the pursuit of certain attitudes 

and actions and the rejection of others. The 

Scriptures refer to this reality !

as Òliving by the SpiritÓ (Rom. 8). The 

requirements of this membership covenant are 

in no way intended as an addition to the biblical 

obligations of a believer. Rather, this document 

functions primarily as an accessible yet non-

exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures 

teach about the obedience that faith produces. 

As a covenant member of Stonebridge ChurchÉ 

¥ I covenant to submit to the authority of the 
Scriptures as the final authority on any and all 
issues.  

(Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21) 

¥ I covenant to pursue the Lord Jesus Christ 
through regular Bible reading, prayer, 
fellowship and practice of spiritual disciplines  

(Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor. 9:24- 27; Eph. 5:1-21;  
1 Thes. 5:12-22) 

¥ I covenant to follow the command and 
example of Jesus by participating in the 
ordinances of the Church that He Himself has 
called us to: 

I have been baptized after my conversion. 

I will regularly share in remembering and 
celebrating the person and work of Christ 
through communion.  

¥ I covenant to regularly participate in the life of 
Stonebridge Church by attending weekly 
services, engaging in gospel-centered 
community and serving those within and 
outside of this church  

(Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; Titus 3:14). !
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Stonebridge Church 
Membership Covenant  
I understand the responsibility and importance of submission and support to church leadership. 

Therefore, I cheerfully submit myself to the instruction and government of Stonebridge Church. I 

covenant, with my brothers and sisters in Christ, to promote and preserve the health, integrity, 

character, peace, unity, edification, and flourishing of Stonebridge Church, by all means within my 

power, so long as I continue to be a covenant member of Stonebridge Church.  

I will be intentional to live out, preserve, and advance the Gospel-centered mission, vision, values, 

and measurements of Stonebridge Church. My responsibility will be to notify the Stonebridge Church 

leadership if at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant, or if I have any questions, 

comments, or concerns regarding Stonebridge Church. 

Please sign and give to Stonebridge Church leadership. Having received Jesus Christ as my 

Lord and Savior, and having been baptized by immersion, and being in agreement with Stonebridge 

ChurchÕs theology, ecclesiology, and culture, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the 

Stonebridge Church family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the 

above. 

Signature _________________________________________ Date _________________  

Printed Name __________________________________________________________ _ 

Phone_____________________________________ Email _______________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________  

Elder Signature __________________________________________________________  

Printed Name ___________________________________________________________
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SESSION 4 
Additional Reading 
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Appendix A: 
THE GIFTS OF 
THE HOLY 
SPIRIT  
The apostle Paul instructs the Church in 1 Cor. 

14:1 to, ÒPursue love, and earnestly desire the 

spiritual giftsÉÓ Of course, this isn't the only 

place in Scripture that we find the wonderful 

promise of the indwelling Holy Spirit of God. 

However, specifically in 1 Cor. 14:1, Paul is 

speaking of the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to 

the Church, the individual members of it.  

While the gifts of the Spirit are a blessing for the 

edification of JesusÕ Church, unfortunately in 

our culture, confusion and abuse sets in and 

quite the mess can be made within the Church. 

There are basically two extreme camps when it 

comes to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as we 

discover them to be in the Word of God.  

CESSATIONISM  is the belief that the 

miraculous gifts of the Spirit, such as healing, 

tongues, and prophetic revelation, pertained to 

the apostolic era only, and served a purpose that 

was unique to establishing the early church, and 

passed away before the canon of Scripture was 

closed (compare 1 Cor. 13:8-12 with Heb. 

2:3-4) . 

CONTINUATIONISM  is the belief that the 

supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit taught in 

the BibleÑsuch as prophecy, tongues, the 

interpretation of tongues, healing, and other 

miracles (sing gifts)Ñhave not ceased and are 

available for the believer today. Continuation-

ism is the opposite of cessationism which 

teaches that supernatural gifts have ceased 

either when the canon of Scripture was 

completed or at the death of the last apostle.Ó  

The Elders of Stonebridge Church 

believe that neither of these camps fully 

conform to the Biblical teaching on the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

It is incredibly important to understand that 

there is no question of whether God still 

performs miracles today. He most certainly can, 

and most certainly does. It would be a mindless 

and unstudied opinion for anyone to say or 

believe that God does not heal people, speak to 

people, and perform miraculous signs and 

wonders today. 

Additionally, the Bible doesnÕt actually say that 

the miraculous gifts have ceased, but there are 

obvious differences in the uniqueness of the 

gifts in the early Church and the Church today.
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Which is why we are cautionists. A cautionist 

discovers from the Word of God that certain 

gifts were given to the Apostles with the primary 

purpose of those miraculous gifts revealing, 

testifying, and demonstrating that the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ was true, powerful, life-changing, 

and that the apostles were truly GodÕs divinely 

assigned messengers. 

A cautionist discovers , and is comfortable with, 

the sovereign mystery of the gifts, even the 

miraculous gifts, but that some gifts are no 

longer given by the Spirit today, some gifts are 

obviously given today, and others are a 

sovereign mystery.  

While we would agree that not all the gifts have 

ceased, the Church must be careful to 

wrongfully exalt the gifts.  

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit, again, are 

appointed by the sovereign resolve (purpose) of 

God, but most definitely are designed and given 

for the edifying of the body, the Church and for 

the advancement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to our neighbors and to the nations. Sadly, 

many Christians, local Churches, and 

denominations today exalt the gifts beyond their 

proper biblical design.  

For example, some teach that tongues are a 

necessary sign of salvation. Though speaking in 

tongues, correctly understood, is Biblical; the 

Bible does not teach all Christians should speak 

in tongues. When we receive Jesus Christ as our 

Savior, the Holy Spirit immediately makes our 

heart His home, the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit. Tongues was not, and never has been, the 

only evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit.  

Unfortunately, some focus on the Holy Spirit to 

the neglect of the Son of God. However, the 

primary  role and testimony of the Holy Spirit 

to proclaim and give convicting evidence to the 

Son of God, Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John 

15:26 , ÒBut when the Helper comes, whom I 

will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 

bear witness about me.Ó 

Any teaching that takes our eyes off of Jesus, 

His incarnation, His earthly ministry, His death, 

His burial, His resurrection, worship of Him, 

and anticipation for His return is an incredibly  

dangerous teaching and should be avoided.  

The Word of God calls us to pursue the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit, to exercise them in an orderly 

manner, and according and submitted to the 

Word of God (1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1, 39; 1 Cor. 

14:40; 1 Cor. 14:37). 

We never want to present an environment that 

doesn't foster healthy, unified, and encouraging 

conversation, especially if you have questions on 

these issues. For more information, questions, 

or comments, please email us at 

info@StonebridgeNixa.com.

mailto:info@StonebridgeNixa.com
mailto:info@StonebridgeNixa.com
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Appendix B: 
BELIEVERÕS 
BAPTISM BY 
IMMERSION  
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 

in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience 

symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, 

buried, and risen Savior and the believer's death 

to sin, the burial of the old life, and the 

resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ 

Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final 

resurrection of the dead. Being a Church 

ordinance, it is prerequisite to the 

privileges of C hurch membership and to 

the Lord's Supper. 

The word for baptize in Greek is baptizo , 

which means "to dip, plunge, submerge, or 

immerse."  Baptism in the New Testament was 

related to the ministry of both John the Baptist 

and of Jesus. John's baptism was symbolic of 

one's repentance from sin and of willingness to 

participate in the kingdom of God (Matt. 3:6-8; 

Luke 3:3-16). 

Jesus submitted to John's baptism (Matt. 3:16) 

not to demote repentance but to authenticate 

John's ministry, to set an example for His 

followers, and to dedicate Himself publicly to 

His redemptive ministry. In so doing Jesus 

symbolized His death, burial, and resurrection. 

Baptism translates baptisma , the meaning in 

the act of baptism, namely, a symbol of what 

Jesus did to save us - death, burial, and 

resurrection - and what He does in the believer - 

death to the old life, its burial, and resurrection 

to a new life in Christ.  

Keeping in mind the meaning of baptisma , 

what is the significance of believer's baptism? Is 

it sacramental in nature and necessary for 

salvation, or is it symbolic in nature? The word 

it self strongly suggests the latter. The idea of 

baptismal regeneration did not appear in 

Christian teachings until late in the second and 

early in the third centuries. However, by the late 

second and early third centuries, baptismal 

regeneration came to be accepted by the group 

that later evolved into the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

That immersion is the original form of baptism 

is generally agreed. Baptizo  itself teaches that 

neither pouring nor sprinkling constitutes New 

Testament baptism. Because of the later belief 

in baptismal regeneration, the practice arose of 

pouring water all over a sick person. This was 

called clinical baptism. Later, water was poured 

only on the head.
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It should be noted that while the verbs for pour 

and sprinkle appear in the Testament, neither is 

used for baptism. No usage has been found 

where baptizo means either pour or sprinkle. 

The practice of sprinkling for baptism gradually 

replaced immersion in the Catholic Church and 

when it divided into the Roman and Greek 

branches, the latter retained immersion. It was 

not until the 13th century that sprinkling 

became the official mode of Roman Catholic 

baptism. 

The Significance of Believer's Baptism by Lifeway Staff ¥ 

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/church-baptism-The-

significance-of-believers-baptism  

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/church-baptism-The-significance-of-believers-baptism
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/church-baptism-The-significance-of-believers-baptism
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/church-baptism-The-significance-of-believers-baptism
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/church-baptism-The-significance-of-believers-baptism
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Appendix C: 
WHAT IS THE 
GOSPEL? 
CREATION 

God Ñ The story begins with God, who has 

always been. He has always existed, and He 

has always existed exactly as He is now. If it 

seems confusing, itÕs because HeÕs beyond 

what anyone can fully comprehend. PSALM 

90:2 proclaims, Before the mountains were 

brought forth, or ever you had formed the 

earth and the world, from everlasting to 

everlasting you are God.  

Creation Ñ In the beginning, God spoke 

and everything came into existence. By His 

command, the entire universe was created 

and filled with a dramatic display of galaxies, 

stars, and planetsÑ including Earth, on 

which was a perfect garden of paradise 

called Eden. Of all the beauty He created, the 

masterpiece was a man and a woman. God 

made Adam and Eve in His image to reflect 

Him. They were created with the grand 

purpose of worshipping Him by loving Him, 

serving Him, and enjoying relationship with 

Him. 

Harmony Ñ By GodÕs design, all of 

creation was in harmony and was exactly the 

way it was supposed to be. During this time 

there was no pain, suffering, sickness or 

death. There was complete love, acceptance, 

and intimacy between God and man, 

between Adam and Eve, and throughout 

creation. But something tragic happened... 

FALL 

Disobedience Ñ Adam and Eve were far 

from being equal to God, yet He lovingly 

placed them in charge of all He had created 

in Eden. He gave them the freedom to make 

decisions and govern the earth with one rule: 

not to eat fruit from a specific tree. One day, 

GodÕs enemy, a fallen angel named Satan, 

wanted to overthrow God so he took the 

form of a serpent and lied to Adam and Eve. 

He deceived them into thinking God was not 

good and did not have their best interest in 

mind. As a result, they knowingly disobeyed 

God. In rebellion, Adam and Eve ate the 

fruit, deciding that they, not God, would 

determine right and wrong. 

Consequence Ñ The consequences of their 

actions were devastating! Like a virus, sin 

entered into all of creation and into the 

hearts of Adam and Eve. Sin, suffering, and 

pain were passed down from generation to 

generation; all of creation was distorted 

from its original design.
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Consequence  (continued)  Ñ We have all 

read or heard the stories of war, poverty, 

disease, greed, and scandals that plague our 

world today. Those are all a result of sin. 

Need Ñ When we think about the 

perfection and love that existed at the 

beginning of creation, we realize Òwe are far 

more flawed and far more sinful than we can 

dare imagine.Ó Just think of the grudges 

weÕve held, the lies weÕve told, the thoughts 

weÕd never dare say aloud. An honest glance 

into our own hearts reveals the truth: We are 

all guilty. Everyone has sinned, and the 

ultimate consequence, even worse than 

physical death, is eternal separation from a 

loving God, in terrible misery and 

unhappiness. Because of all this, we need to 

consider the questions: Can anything be 

done? Is there any hope? 

RESCUE  

Promise Made Ñ God removed Adam and 

Eve from Eden as a result of their sin but left 

them with a promise of rescue and hope. He 

promised them one of their descendants 

would someday rescue mankind from sin. 

Over the next centuries, God prepared the 

way for this person who would become the 

Savior of the world. Exact details of His 

birth, life, and death were recorded in the 

Bible many centuries before His coming. In 

fact, the whole Bible ultimately points to this 

one person as the focal point of all human 

history. His purpose in coming was Òto seek 

and to save what was lostÓ (Luke 19:10). So 

who was He? 

Promise Kept Ñ The promised Savior, 

simply, was God. God became human in the 

person of Jesus Christ almost 2,000 years 

ago, fulfilling all the predictions in the Old 

Testament. JesusÕ birth was miraculous 

since His mother was a virgin. His life was 

unique: He perfectly enjoyed and obeyed 

God without sin. This ultimately led to His 

agonizing death on a cross as He willingly, 

obediently, and sufficiently died to pay for 

the sins of mankind, according to GodÕs 

plan. In the greatest display of mercy and 

grace the world has ever known, JesusÕ life 

and death became a substitute for all who 

would trust in Him. The perfectly innocent 

died to rescue the hopelessly guilty from sin 

and Satan. But the grave couldnÕt hold Jesus. 

Three days later, Jesus emerged from His 

tomb, fulfilling His earthly mission to defeat 

sin by dying on the cross and to defeat death 

by rising from the deadÑjust as God 

promised. Forty days later He returned to 

Heaven where He reigns as the rightful 

King.   

But the story doesnÕt end there... 
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What is the Gospel? (continued)  

RESTORATION 

All Things New Ñ For all those who trust 

in Jesus alone, God has also promised He 

will make all things new. The new heaven 

and new earth will be completely free of sin 

and selfishnessÑa place of perfect friendship 

with God, others, and all creation. No more 

shattering earthquakes, devastating 

tsunamis or violent storms will plague the 

earth. No more pain, broken hearts, sickness 

or death to trouble us. Everything will be 

restored to the way it was meant to be. The 

new earth will once again be the perfect 

home God intended for His creation. GodÕs 

original purpose will flourish, as those who 

trust in His rescue will enter into the grand 

purpose of worshipping Him by loving Him, 

serving Him, and enjoying relationship with 

Him forever. 

Forever With God Ñ The most wonderful 

part of this new world is that we will be with 

God forever, experiencing complete joy. We 

will be restored to a perfect relationship with 

the One who created, loved, and died for us. 

C. S. Lewis, scholar and childrenÕs author, 

compared the first step into this new world 

as ÒChapter One of the Great Story which no 

one on earth has read: which goes on 

forever: in which every chapter is better than 

the one before.Ó 

WHAT'S YOUR PART IN THE STORY?  

God is writing an amazing story from 

creation to restoration. He created you to be 

a part of that story to worship Him, serve 

Him, and enjoy relationship with Him. By 

joining God in His story, you will find 

forgiveness, purpose, and satisfaction as you 

come to know the Author of life.  

RESCUE BY FAITH ALONE  

Faith is simple trust in Jesus Christ alone to 

save you. It means instead of believing you 

can rescue yourself from the consequences 

of sin, you transfer your trust to the rescue 

He purchased for you by His death. Your 

allegiance is now to Jesus, The King. Those 

who place their trust in anything other than 

Jesus will find themselves forever separated 

from the loving God who gave His one and 

only Son to set us free from the bondage of 

sin. This painful separation is called Hell.  

1.
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What is the Gospel? (continued)  

RESPONSE 

God is inviting you to be part of the story He 

is writing throughout the ages to come. He is 

offering salvation to you today, which is your 

invitation to the rescue God offers. You can 

embrace the rescue of God by simply: 

1. Admitting your need to God. 

2. Asking Him to forgive you. 

3. Trusting in Jesus alone to rescue 
you. 

4. Following Jesus Christ, the King of 
your life, in faith from this day 
forward. 

The moment you trust Jesus Christ, you 

become a CHILD of God and His Spirit 

begins to LIVE inside of you. You have 

become part of His story. The more you grow 

in your relationship with God, the more of 

His story you will begin to see & understand 

in your life. All of your sin, past and future, 

is forgiven, and you now find total 

acceptance before Him. When you begin this 

relationship, Jesus promises to be with you 

through all the UPS and DOWNS and in the 

joys and difficulties of this life. He loves you 

with an EVERLASTING, unchanging love. 

And not only has He promised eternal life, 

but He came so that you could also 

experience purpose, fulfillment, and 

freedom in this life  

The Story by 

SpreadTruth.com  

http://SpreadTruth.com
http://SpreadTruth.com
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